
September 26th, 2024

	Meeting Type: NAIA ATA Board Zoom Call
Time: 11:00-12:00PM CT

ATTENDEES
	[image: ]Notes Taken By: Sara Eckinger

	Pete M- President
	Travis A- Great Southwest Athletic Conference

	Raeann B- President Elect
	Chris F- Great Plains Athletic Conference

	Kara W-S- Vice President
	Nia S- Gulf Coast Athletic Conference

	BJ G- Secretary
	Lynsey P- Heart of America Conference

	Jon B- American Midwest Conference
	Lock S- Kansas Collegiate Athletic Conference

	Kelley S- Appalachian Athletic Conference
	Derek P- Mid-South Conference

	Tim K- Continental Conference
	Mike L- North Star Athletic Association

	Jeff W- California Pacific Conference
	Meghan N- Red River Athletic Conference

	Tracy C- Cascade Collegiate Conference
	Tara G- River States Conference

	Chris B- Crossroads League
	Stuart D- Sooner Athletic Conference

	Trey V- Frontier Conference
	Micah T- Southern States Athletic Conference

	Chesney S- VP of Membership & Value Governance
	Erica A- Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Conference

	*Those highlighted were in attendance
	Sara E- Liaison NAIA-ATA

	
	



	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION

	Call to Order
	Dr. Pete Manely welcomed everyone to the meeting.

	Approval of Meeting Minutes*
	Mike moved to approve the meeting minutes, and B.J. second. Pete called for a vote; all members approved the meeting minutes.


	Roll Call/Intro
	See above for attendance. Each member introduced themselves, stated their respective conference, and shared how many years they have served on the ATA Board.

Executive Board
· Pete Manely			President 
· Raeann Bromert    		President-Elect
· Kara Werner-Sanders          Vice President - 1 year 
· BJ Geasa			Secretary - 1 year

Raeann provided an overview of the ATA's charge and the current board structure, highlighting the roles and responsibilities of each executive position.


	Committee Updates
	Research
Kara provided an update on the work of the research group. She noted that legislation and new initiatives would be reviewed later in the meeting. Currently, the group is focusing on revising the lighting policy by specifying a single mileage rather than a range. Once the research committee finalizes its proposal, it will be submitted to the ATA Executive Board for approval, followed by a vote from the NAC. The goal is to present it to the NAC before their January meeting, with a request for immediate activation so the policy can be implemented for all Spring National Championships.

	







Committee Updates Continued:
	ICSM
Kara provided an overview of the ICSM committee within the NATA, explaining that it mirrors similar committees within the national organization, such as those for secondary schools, industrial settings, and emerging settings.
The ICSM has an open NAIA position to replace members whose terms will be ending in June 2025.  These are annual renewable positions up to a 4 year term.  All experience levels are encouraged to apply. You must be a NATA member and have a NPI number to apply.  Interested applicants may apply via this link, Volunteer Opportunities - National Athletic Trainers' Association (nata.org).
A town hall discussing the Fair Labor Standards Act (FLSA) and its impact on athletic trainers will take place on Monday, November 4, at 12 PM Central / 1 PM Eastern. The session will provide guidance on communicating with HR departments, particularly around classification as exempt employees.

Awards
Raeann provided updates on the awards and provided background on the significance of these awards.
Al Ortolani Scholarship: Drannon Lennox was the recipient of the Al Ortolani Scholarship.
Athletic Trainer of the Year: Dr. Pete Manely was honored as the Athletic Trainer of the Year.

Championships Review
Lynsey shared that the Championship Committee is now fully staffed. She has received significant interest in the open positions and is awaiting email confirmations to finalize them.
Emergency Action Plans (EAPs) will be distributed shortly for all Fall Championships. Lynsey confirmed the process is on track, and the team is ready to proceed once confirmations are received.
Sara Eckinger provided an update on the Henry Schein partnership.
· Henry Schein is no longer a partner of the NAIA. 
· The Partnerships team is working on finding alternative solutions to cover the costs of medical supplies at NAIA national championship host sites.
· EAPs are currently delayed, pending further information on partnerships and support for host sites, but Sara will share updates as they become available.



Social Media/Newsletter- 
Pete reminded everyone to send any job openings, news, or announcements to him, and he will ensure they are posted.

	
New Business:
	
NAC New Sub-Committee 
Pete shared that a new NAC sub-committee has been formed to review and improve the standards for opening round bids and host sites for national championships. Current standards for opening round sites are minimal, often focusing on basic requirements (e.g., training tables, water). The sub-committee is working to establish stronger, non-negotiable standards to ensure better facilities and services for athletes and staff at these events. The committee has had three meetings so far and is targeting January to present recommendations to the NAC, with the goal of finalizing by April for the national convention.

CPR/AED Certification Proposal
Kara presented a new proposal for legislation requiring additional athletic staff at each NAIA campus to be certified in CPR and AED. See Appendix A for the full proposal.

Pete motioned to open the floor for discussion, seconded by Raeann.

Discussion:
· Erica raised concerns regarding online certification and the potential lack of hands-on practice. Kara explained that online certification is being considered due to cost and availability factors.
· Tracy inquired about the inclusion of "Best Practice" language in the policy.

Voting:
· Motion to Vote: Lynsey motioned to call for a vote, seconded by Tracy.
· The floor was opened again for discussion; no further comments were made.
· Vote Results:
· Yes: 21 votes
· No: 0 votes
· Abstain: 0 votes

The proposal passed unanimously.

NAIA National Partnerships
Sara encouraged members to share potential partnership opportunities that could benefit the NAIA and the ATA. She expressed interest in advocating for impactful resources and partnerships. Members were invited to reach out with suggestions.

Raeann suggested exploring a partnership with Howie's, a new and enthusiastic company in the tape industry, which may be interested in collaborating as they grow

	 Other Business: 
	Discussion from the Board:
Sickle Cell Testing Policies- BJ raised the question of whether any board members are updating their policies regarding sickle cell testing in light of the new NCAA rules.
 
Raeann responded that individuals with a direct line or family history of sickle cell disease are required to undergo testing. She noted that this process has become easier, as many children are tested at birth if there is a family history.

Kara confirmed that this requirement applies across all 50 states.



	 Adjourn:
	Raeann called for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Kara made the motion, and Mike seconded it. The meeting was adjourned.

	
	
































APPENDIX A

Mandatory CPR and AED Certification for Coaching Staff

Overview
The ability to provide immediate first response emergency care is paramount in safeguarding the health and safety of NAIA student-athletes. The mandatory CPR/AED certification for coaches is essential for every practice, conditioning session, and event, as it enables coaches to activate and assist swiftly, in medical care responses for student-athletes.

The growth of practice, scrimmage and game opportunities has significantly increased the likelihood that coaches will be the first to respond to a student-athlete medical emergency.

Policy statement
“It is required that all institutionally employed head coaches and any member of the coaching staff that could be in a position to supervise the team by themselves, be current and actively certified in adult CPR/AED. This information must be kept on file within the institution. Certification renewals will depend on certifying body. Each institution’s policy must include an identified process or point of contact at the institution or conference for student-athletes or other individuals who believe their institutional policy is being violated.”

Rationale
· Student-Athlete Safety
· Ensuring that coaches are certified in CPR/AED is critical to the safety and well-being of student-athletes. An immediate and appropriate response during medical emergencies can be lifesaving.
· Best practices for SA health and safety
· Requiring these certifications aligns with best practices in sports management and is recommended by leading national associations such as the National Athletic Trainers' Association (NATA) and the National Federation of State High School Associations (NFHS). This policy ensures that the institution adheres to higher standards of care.
· Risk management
· This policy helps ensure that coaches are prepared to activate and assist in a medical emergency. 

Conclusion
Implementing this policy will significantly enhance the safety and well-being of NAIA student-athletes while aligning with industry best practices and standards. The entire NAIA community benefits from having coaches who are certified in CPR/AED, ensuring they can act promptly and effectively in case of an emergency.
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